Objectives: To determine the quality of life in octoge¬ narians after open heart surgery.
figure is set to rise to over 10 million in the next 10 years. The estimated prevalence of coronary disease in the octogenarians is approximately 20%. The age-ad¬ justed mortality from cardiac causes will be more than offset by the increase in the absolute number of indi¬ viduals beyond 80 years.7
Increasing referrals of octogenarians with athero¬ sclerotic coronary artery disease and valvular diseases for surgical intervention reflects this increasing patient population. At our institution, octogenarian patients represented 1.6% of all open heart cases in 1986. This figure increased to 5 Table 2 .
Operative data are presented in Table 3 . Intraoperative mortality for group 1 
Congestive cardiac failure 12 
